








Summary of Standards

•	 Degradable - Made from oil, but it breaks down into small particles.
•	 Biodegradable - Breaks down via natural processes, but there are no specifics on toxins.
•	 Compostable - Breaks down via natural processes and certifying organizations exist to verify claims.

Other Terms

Renewable Material – Material derived from a source that can be replaced or regenerated when consumed.   

Examples:
a.	 Paper / Cellulose – from sustainable forests
b.	 PLA (Poly Lactic Acid) – from corn or other plant starches (this is the material we use)
c.	 Mater-Bi – starch based polymer from corn and sunflowers
d.	 PHA (Polyhydroxyalkanoates) – polymer produced by micoorganisms

Non-Renewable Material (Petroleum-based polymers) – Material produced from fossil fuels such as oil or 			 
natural gas. Most plastic packaging materials are derived from fossil fuels.  

Examples:
a.	 OPP (Oriented Polypropylene) –  common packaging film, polymer based on propylene
b.	 LDPE (Low Density Polyethylene) – common laminating resin, polymer based on ethylene.
c.	 PET (Polyester) – common resin used in bottles and films. 



Hot Active Compost
 

Composting is a biological process. It happens when microorganisms, fungi and bacteria digest organic matter such 

as leaves, grass and vegetable scraps. This organic breakdown forms a nutrient rich, soil-like substance called compost 

or humus.

 

There are two basic types of bins used for composting: open-sided and enclosed. A bin is like a backyard oven that holds 

in heat as well as moisture. Enclosed bins tend to be smaller, but since they hold in heat and moisture better than open-air 

bins, it usually take less time for the material inside to decompose. 

 

Keys to successful hot, active composting

Composting generates heat as a by-product. The temperature and rate of decomposition will vary depending on how 

you build your compost pile. The hotter the temperature, the faster the decomposition. The following tips will help you 

build a hot, active compost pile:

 

Organic material

Maintain a good mix of one part “green” and three parts “brown” materials. Green material includes grass clippings, 

garden prunings, green weeds and leaves, old flowers and fruit and vegetable scraps.  Brown material includes straw, 

sawdust, shredded paper and dry leaves.

 

Accumulate a sufficient amount of material prior to filling up the bin to properly start a batch of compost. This is called 

stockpiling and is usually done nearby the bin. 

 

Moisture

Gently water material as you build up the stockpile - and then as you fill up the bin. Keep compost materials moist but not 

soggy. 

 

Air

Regularly turning the compost will help speed up the decomposition process. Turning aerates the center of the heap, 

which reduces unpleasant odors and allows the microbes to heat the pile to higher temperatures.


